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Local Firefighters

Calman-McMurray steps in as fire commissioner

She brings a
diversity of lile
experience, and
her story of being a
burn survivor

By Calvin Eratt
edilor#shyndeniribune com

WHATLOM Ten-yrar
commissioner  Larry  McPhail
slepprd down in summer from
his Position & wilh Narth Whal-
com Fire & RBescoee, and in his
place Kimberly Calman-McbMur.
ray has been appoinied.

"The: appointment of Calm-
an-McMurmay was made in
September and i good Lthrough
Movemnber 2021, the districl says
on its wehsile, al which time an
cledion will fill the remaining
two years of the lerm, through
December MI21.

“1 wanied o retire,” McPhail
said simply of siepping down.
Fire commissioner lorms are
normally six years.

Calman-McMurmay  “was
raised in Whatcom County and
brimgs with heer a myriad of mpe-
rienee in hoth business adminis-
tralion and managemaend,” slakes
the digrici wehsite. She also
brings an inleresting back story
as a bum survivar of long ago in
her youlh in Whalcom Uounty

an eveni whose ramilications
shaped her lifie

‘Thee olher four ongoing
commissicners of Norih Whal-
comi [or county Fire District 21)
are: Hich Nosman, lobn Caw-
ford, Brce Anscll and Scoti
Fischer

Tell us a little about yoursell

| grew up in Whaboom
County, aliending K-12 in ithe
Meridian School [istrict and
graduating in 1985 Aflicr thad,
I ateended and gradusied from
Nornbnwest Namrene Universiy
in Nampa, ldsho. | sccepied a
job al Seatlle Pacilic University
i the athletic department and
wolunteered mwo nights a week

Kimberly Calman-McMurray of Whatcom County has been a strong force speaking out and filling advisory roles In regard to
her experience of surviving burn injuries. She s plctured here In 3 YouTube video from 2015, oy o)

al Harborview Medical Cenier
helping burn and spinal cond
imjury paticnis. When | mel my
firsi husband, we moved (o Lew-
imlon, ldaho, and had iwo bean-
tiful children. In Aoguest 1999 we
moved back 1o Lynden, where
I have worked for my Riher's
business, | Calman Indusines,
which has exisied since 1966, |
live: neezar Wiser Lake and my chil-
dren, Mikayla and Huneer, als
atlendsd the Meridian School
isirict K-1Z.

How did this appointment with
North Whatcom come about?

| have several frefighter
fricnads. | heard about the open
comamissioner position. | pon-
dered the idea lor several days,
then decided o swhmil my re-
sume” and kelier ol inleresl.

l.am the kind of person who
likes o give back 1o my com-
munily and make a dilference

in this warkd. | am a recipient of
frst responders saving my lide
and my second hushand is a re-
tired Toronio AGrelighter, with 32
years of servics, and was direcior
of a chilkdren's bum camp for 17
years. We micl a1 a World Buarn
Congress mecting in Galvesion,
As et forth in ihe handbook,
there were various public no-
tioes reganding the North What-
oM vacancy and an application
deadline. Aller review of the sub-
missions, the boand scheduled
imterviews with the ndidales.
Following the imlervicws, (hey
had an executive session discus-
sion and | receiived the majority
wodir. The chair called and oifered
me the pasition, and |acoepied.

How is il gning?

My first mccling was Sepl
I7. 1| have read through several
documenis on masier plans,
budgeis, handbooks and more.

The board of commisioners,
the fire district chief and the ad-
minisirative siall are oy dedi-
caled, knowledgeable and hand-
working prophe. They Lo have
been a greal resowrce for my
mary questions. | have gheaned 3
plethora of informalion. | know
| heave: rsch marn o bearn. This
experienced weam, which | get o
work with, will continoe o teach
me.

1 am in an inlerm position.
We'll wail and make a dedsion
abaul whiether to run lor a regu.
lar six-yrear werm in commission-
or Position & a livke Griher down
the road.

‘What do you bring o this new
rale?

My answer is two-old. Firs,
in order 1o answer ihal, you
need 1o understand my past A
a senior in high school | was in-
valved in an explosion thal k=l

mie wilh third-degree bums over
6% ol my hody. | spent 85 days
in the Burn Cender at Harbar.
view Medical Cenler in Scatile.
My boylriend al the lime por-
ished from his burmn injurics.

The accident | was invoheed
in happened on the Everson side
ol the Pale Road. | do not know
which stalion responded thal
night, bul | do know he para-
medics and  [Erefighters  were
wery edliciend and exiended greal
comibort 1o me while cvaluating

injurics and lransporling me
r;ylh'_: hospilaks | d?;] nuu.'%nm
consciousniss sl the scene or al
5L loseph, but | did upan arrival
al Harborviow.

Wilhout giving a delailed
wxplamation, severe bums have
a long-lerm recowvery process
| also discowered that there are
caring/accepling  people and
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Calman-McMurray

Continued from Al

there are meanferuel prople
‘Ihe insulls | received were guite
hurtful and shocking. However,
il ignited my compassion o
speak wp for burn survivors and
people with disshilities.

| becume involved with the
American Torn Associalion s
a member speakes, on spedal-
inkeresi growps and serving on
a commiliee. [ have also been a
member, spraker and cerilied
SOAR (Survivors Difering As-
sistance in Recovery) walunicer
through the Phocnix  Sodicty
For Burn Survivors. For Harbor-
wieww, [ have heen imeolbved with
reseanch projects, burn survivor
advisory board and schoaol -
entry programs [or chikdren who
have been burned. | have even
participaied in handson  m-
sranch projecis in Dallas w help
imiprove: burm trealmenis for [u-
RLITE: SUrVIvOrs.

Locally, my family and |, for
aver e years, have voluntesned,
eoaked Forand sorved the homin-
bess ol Whatcom County through
Sall on the Sirect in conjunc-
tion with Comwall Church, The
Salvation Army and Lighthouse

Cooking is Lhe
leading canse of
home fires

THYMPIA — ‘The Washingion
Siaie: Fire Marshal's (ifice is icam-
ing up with the Kalional Fire Pro-
iection Association o promote this
year’s i Provention Woek cam.
jpaign, “Serve Up Bre Salety in the
Kiichen!™

According 1 NFPA, cooking
is the leading cause of home fes
amdl home fire injuriesin the Usiled
Stwirs Alminst bl {486} of report-
ed home [ires stariedin the kiichen.
Twea-thirds [FE%] of home cooking
[ires stan with the ignition of kood
ar nther cooking materials.

In Washangion  Sialc, the
SFMI) has mecrived reporis of mane
than 50 kilchen cooking fnes cach
yoar awer the last e years. Uook-

KImberly Calman-McMurray

Mission. | have hedd burn pre-
venlion and fire salcty talks al the
Meridian clementary schood and
discriminalion/bullying asscm-
blies at Meridian High School. |
have shared my story al Lynden
Christian High School and sprak
anmumlly al ihe University of
Washington io pre-med, acoopa.-
tional therapy/physical themagy
and pgychology studenis.
Second, this position s re-
sponsible for Lawpayer money.
Through my work cxpericnoe |
have been 3 properly manages,
collecling and depositing pend
paymends, with sirict accoonl.

ing; lires can gow guickly i couse
damage amd injurics.

The: SFMA) shares these sificly
tips in presen| coaking fires:

= Mieseer e enkiing, Toosd un-
altemded. Stay in the Kichen while
yoru e fryineg, grillimg or hrodling. B
you have 1o leawe, even for a shanl
tme, urn ofl the siowe.

= Keep your encking area chul-
ter-free. Move anything that cam
burn #i keast 3 feel away from the
conking anea, induding oven mits,
iowels, woosden wiensils and food

p.thgl'ldng;. keep licl
- skeepa i
when pml: mlﬁnpg,mﬂ a =mall
prease fine staris, dide the lid over
the pan 1o smother the fame. Tam
oll the: burner, and loawe the pan
ocmvered uniil it is compleiely conl.
= Have a “kid-free zone” ol &l
least 3 e around the siove and ar-
cas wher hot food or drink is pre-
pared ar carried.

ahility o the properiy owners for
all money spent on repairs and
mainkenance.

Ad SPLE the adminisimions,
ecoaches, aihleles and siudenis
broeghi a muliitude of person-
alities, and when disagrecmenis
oocarred we leamed o work 1o-
gether Lo accomiplish our depari-
menl goals.

In my current job | am -
sponsible for aocounts eoeiv-
abls, aceounis payable, payroll,
equipment sales, cuslmer ser-
wice and comrespondence with
customers as well 2 monthly,
quarierly and year-cndd payroll
(=13 orts. | undersiand bug-
ness, lnance and accountability.

Through my work and per-
sanal experiences over the years,
I have lcamed many lessons and
whal is imporant in kle. | am a
people person, a tcam playern
I helieve honesty and inscgrity
are paramound  qualifics and
sirive o have Irensparency in my
wirds and adions, and exiend-
ing owl o my collesgues and
CIMTIMU LY.

e of my Evorite quodes is
“Une person can make a differ-
ence, and cveryone should ry”

lohn I Kennedy

Van der Veen chiel
[or past year
lszon Van der Voen was named
10y the Fire Chéef position in Movem-
her 2019 alier lowr-year chicl Wil-
liam Perneitlefl 2 the end of 2018,
der Veon was boam in
Seavlle and raized in Relleue. He
refocaied 0 Whalcom Usuniy in

1294, Fason, his wile Meagan and
their seven children reside in lym-

den.

LChiel Wan der Veen began his
fire service career by Liling
Irom the Washingion Siale Fire
Academy im 1998, He berame part
al the North Whatcom Fre and
Hescue Bmily i Febrnzary 2005, He

rogressed 1 the posilion of oa-
ienant in 200 and then o opera-
lioms chicl in fanuary 2013 helone
hecoming full diel

He: sarys thal he was mised by
parenis who sel 2 wonderful mom.
ple ol sellless service (o others, and
he irics 1o emuolale these sitribuies
and paes them om i both his chil-
dren and enwarkens.

North  Whatmm  extends
mrss ke north county  from
[Haire/llicch Ty 1 hal he-
twern [ymden and Fversan. (i alss

‘Chief lason ¥an der Veen

hasa “lumciianal consfidation” re-
lationship io provide hall Grefemer-
gency response within e Disinicy
A, grnerally from Smiith Road souih
i the northeas side of Bellingham.
North Whatcom Fire & Res-
cue'’s berrilory is 147 square miles,
WI among, county  districts,
P [¥gincl 4 i about 35
square miles. Van der Veen is the
Tire chiiel of all af i
‘The e districts will have a
jint KEA [Hegional Fre Authority)
Planning Commitkess mesting au
3 pom. Thursday, Ocl. 7, via foom.
Memibers of the public can view the
mesting live-sreamed al wwsnw.
ffre.com under District Meetings.

Fifty-four died in Washington
residential {ires last year

In 708 of those
cases, 4 smoke
detector was not
Iunctioning

OIYMPIA — Fify-four peo-
phe died i residential lires in
Washingion Stalein 2019, Iv's es-
timabed thal approdmately T0%
of those [aalitics ooogmred in
homes wilhoul working, smoke
alarms. Some of the Rualitics oc-
eurresd in rendal properties.

“Thez Bevised Code of Wash-
ingion  clarifies  reguircmenis

fior landlords and tenans whien
il ooemress, b insialling, amad measin.
tining, smoke alarms in renial
properiies.

Section 1 ol BUW 43.44.110
siabrs thal while landlords ane
required g provide  working
smake alarmis) in a renial unid,
Lemanis are requined Lo maintain
the smaoke alarm and notify the
landlond of any operational de-
fects. Failure o ollow these me-
quiremients can resultin a fneol
uap b 3200,

The ‘Washingion State Fire
Marsghals OMfice reminds wen-
ants of the Gllowing maine-
nanCe sleps

= Smake alarms should be
bestedd al beast every six months
Lo ensune propes operation.

= Rabieries in smoke alarms
with  replaccable  balkerics
should be changed overy six
momihs.

= Smoke alarms with 10-
vyear batieries should also be
Lesstel ) Brasd every sic mionths,
but baiieries do nol have o be
replacsd necessarily.

= Smake alarms thal are
aldder than 10 years andfor Fail
Lo respond 1o esting, should be
replaced by the landlord.

= [l the manufacurer's
recrmmeklations as neomssry.



